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Bees are wonderful things. They are pollinators vital to our food chain. 
One third of the food we eat would not be available but for bees. So 
we are really excited to report that Churchwood Valley has become 
home to a colony of very special honeybees! 

Situated in the meadow below Low Road there is currently one hive, with 
the possibility of a second next year. Getting to this point has been a long 
process, fraught with drama, disaster and now – fi nally – success!

Churchwood is all a buzz!

Tom Stansell takes up the tale: 
“David Dixon, a friend and local 
beekeeper 
helped me 
in three 
attempts over 
two years to 
relocate wild 
colonies into 
hives, without 
a result. 

Then earlier this year, David turned 
up with some very special honeybees 
from Wiltshire, bred by famous 
beekeeper Ron Hoskins. They had 
shown hygienic behaviour, preening 
each other to remove mites, and also 
displayed a resistance to the bee-
killing Varroa virus. Plymouth’s Marine 
Biological Association’s virology 
department wanted to know if this 
hygienic behaviour was linked to the 
resistance to Varroa and whether this 
resistance would continue in Devon.

So now we have a very healthy 
colony of honey bees living and 
pollinating at Churchwood. Their 
progress is being studied by the 
MBA’s virologists and with any 
luck we may have local honey at 
Churchwood Stores very soon!

If you’d like to know more about 
our bees, a longer version of this 
article can be found on our website.

Awards 
abound
Once again Churchwood has achieved Gold in the 
2015 Bellamy Awards for Conservation, the 19th 
time in a row. 

The award, inspired by 
Professor David Bellamy 
and managed by the British 
Holiday and Home Parks 
Association, encourages 
member parks to be as 
'green' as possible in 
activities ranging from 
managing landscapes and 
wildlife to energy use and 
conservation, water usage 
and light pollution. We were 

presented 
with the 2014 award in February this year by Professor 
David Bellamy himself at the BHHPA conference in 
Cardiff. This year’s presentation will be in London in early 
2016.

We are also pleased once again to be awarded the 
Visit England Four Star Holiday Park award, scoring the 
top score for four stars.

Left to right: John and Shirley Stansell, Professor 
David Bellamy and Jodie and Tom Stansell
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The Churchwood Valley calendar provided an 
indispensable scribble space when Jon Allsop, a good 
 friend of Churchwood, was planning his trip to Latin 
America. Ironically, for the fi rst fortnight of his voyage, 
he hasn’t followed his original itinerary at all…

“I had planned to head for Ushuaia, a town at the 
southernmost tip of the world in Argentine Patagonia, but 
fl ight prices proved prohibitive. Instead I spent a week in Chile. 
I then made my way across Argentina from West to East, rather 
than from South to North as I wrote on the calendar. I crossed 
the country by night bus and night train to arrive in Buenos 
Aires – the fi rst stop that I had planned to make!” 

Enjoy the view 
all year round!
If you know anyone who is a Churchwood Valley fan, or who just 
likes a calendar full of gorgeous photos... then make sure you buy a 
copy of the 2016 Churchwood Valley Calendar! 

Available in our shop and reception, all the photos featured in the 
calendar are taken in and around Churchwood Valley and Wembury Bay, 
many of them by people staying with us. A4 size, with one month per 
page, it costs £4.50, with 50p from every calendar sold being donated 
to Wembury Marine Centre. If you'd like us to post one to you, the 
postage is an additional £1.20. Call us on 01752 862382 or email info@
churchwoodvalley.com to arrange.

PS. Don't forg�  that it mak�  a wonderful Christ mas pr� ent for family, 

 iends and all fans �  Churchwood!
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Our calendar is going places!

Phreddy rules 
the roost
The Churchwood tame 
pheasant family continues 
to thrive. First there was 
Phelix and his several ladies. He was followed 
by his son Gorgeous George. Once he achieved 
maturity, George banished Phelix to a spot 
further down the road, until his sad end a couple 
of years ago. 

Earlier this year, George was being seen off by 
the latest Alpha male called Phreddy. We hadn’t 
seen George for months until late October, when 
he came trotting up towards the offi ce, stopping by 
the shop for some bird seed while Phreddy lorded 
it on the fi rebox across from reception. We await 
developments...

As has become the tradition, we took part in 
Macmillan's World's Biggest Coffee Morning back 
in September. With an excellent turn out of over 
20 people, we raised £126.15! Well done to all the 
bakers, drink makers and thanks to the guests.



Jo joins
After a 
long search 
for a new 
receptionist, 
we fi nally 
found Joanna 
Parry who 
mixes her 
love of 
the countryside and animals 
with a cheerful and outgoing 
personality. Those who have 
been to stay this year will 
almost certainly have been 
greeted by her beaming smile. 

Her only Achilles heel is her 
softness when it comes to animals. 
During the summer, while enjoying 
her lunch break on a bench in High 
Road, she spotted what appeared 
to be an injured bird. She rescued 
the bird, made a phalanx of phone 
calls, arranged for somebody to 
look at it, put it in a box and, after 
work, took it off to be cared for by 
experts. Previously, she also took an 
injured pheasant to a specialist bird 

sanctuary. 
Now, whenever we fi nd an 

animal casualty the cry goes up 
“Call Jo!”

Your fabulous Facebook photos!

Paddle power
The Mew Stone Paddle took place on 26th September this year in 
glorious sunshine. The fun event that involves people swimming or 
paddling all sorts of craft out and around the Mew Stone and back, was 
raising money for the charities CoppaFeel and the Chestnut Appeal.

As ever, our Facebook page has been awash with fabulous photos sent in by our talented guests. We use a 
selection in our Churchwood calendar, but there are so many lovely ones it is really hard to choose! If you 
don't follow us on Facebook, you are missing a treat! Thank you, and keep them coming...
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Ken's a champion!
Our fantastic dog minder Ken Stevens 
reveals a new side – 15 years ago he 
entered The Scruffts cross breed dog 
competition – and won! Since then he has 
become a judge for the South West heats 
of the competition. 

He was one of the judges this year and the 
winners of the heats will go on to the final at 
the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham 
in March 2016.

Ken will continue to look after our guests’ 
dogs in 2016 for the same fee as in 2015 - £15 from 9am until 6pm, and £5 
extra for overnight. He reminded us that the dogs sleep in his house in the 
same room they normally would at home and not in a cage (unless that’s the 
norm) or a kennel.

He also mentioned that this year he will be offering Churchwood guests 
private agility lessons (for their dogs!) for a discounted fee of £20. Ken has 
the use of a field near the Odd Wheel pub which is fenced and secure.

If you want to use Ken’s services it is wise to book early – his number is 
01752 892793

T-shirts to go!
Last year Jim Shepherd, a 
Wembury resident, had some, 
“I love Wembury” T-shirts left 
over from a fund-raising event. 
He approached us and asked if 
there was anything we could 
do with them.

We were pleased to be able to 
sell them in Churchwood Stores, 
with all the proceeds (£85 so far) 
going to the Devon Wildlife Trust – 
for the Wembury Marine Centre.

There are still some children’s 
sizes available for £5 each. Give us 
a ring or send an e-mail and we’ll 
post one to you.

The riding stables down 
by the beach is going from 
strength to strength with lots 
of new developments for the 
coming year. One such possible 
development is the introduction 
of riding holidays! Wembury is a 
great place to ride with both the 
coast and countryside providing 
fabulous riding country. Watch 
our website and Facebook page 
for more details…

Fay Newcombe, who runs things 
with husband Andy,  has brought 
new life to the riding school with  
lots of  new and different activities  
Throughout next summer there 
will be lots of fun events for the 
holiday club goers. You can come 
for just a half day or a whole week 
and enjoy some great tuition, hacks 
or join in with our Own a Pony or 
Gymkhana days. A great hit with 
everyone this summer has been 
the addition of the small animal 
corner. Visit the web site to meet 
some of the staff and ponies. www.
wemburybayridingschool.co.uk .

Ride away at Wembury Bay

Fay has an apprentice programme 
(currently four people) with a number 
of their pony club members going 
on to become volunteers and then 
paid staff. One is Rachel Driscoll 
who started four years ago as a 
Saturday Club member and has 
recently completed her Duchy College 
course, obtaining a level 3 diploma 
in horse care and management. She 
finished the year by gaining her Initial 
Teaching Award and being named as 
Student of the Year at Duchy College. 

Wembury Bay Riding School has 
been nominated for the Outstanding 
Commitment to Apprenticeship Small 
Business Award at the Excellence in 
Business Training Awards 2016.

 


