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We're buzzing!
This year, we're delighted to announce the arrival of the fi rst ever 
Churchwood Valley honey! After making it through their fi rst full 
year, our colony of bees has produced some honey... not a huge 
amount, and after a gift to David Dixon who helped us set up the 
apiary, we were left 
with just under 16 
pounds. This produced 
around 30 jars that 
went on sale in the 
shop – and sold out in 
three days as it proved 
to be very popular!

The colony is now a 
strong one. After initial 
setbacks such as losing 
part of the colony in May 
of this year, the bees are 
now in a strong position 
to hopefully survive the 
winter and produce 
more honey for sale 
next year. There is even 
the possibility of getting 
a second hive up and 
running next year. 

We are delighted to announce that we are one of only eight parks in Great 
Britain to have achieved the Gold Award in Professor David Bellamy’s 
ground-breaking Conservation Awards for the full 21 years the scheme has 
been running. We are also one of only two parks in Devon to have achieved 
this prestigious award.

Professor Bellamy conceived the 
scheme in 1996 to publicise the fact 
that many holiday parks in the UK 
were going beyond basic levels of 
environmental awareness and to 
acknowledge and encourage their 
contribution to conservation. He 
subsequently became, and remains, 
the President of the British Holiday 
and Home Parks Association (BHHPA) 
which administers the scheme. His 
son, Rufus, aids him in this task and 
has also developed the bee friendly 
accolades that Churchwood has also 
won this year.

Professor Bellamy writes: 
"Congratulations, you have been 
awarded a Gold David Bellamy 
Conservation Award for 2016/17.

"This is a great achievement and 
you should be very proud of the work 
you and your team have done for 
Britain’s wildlife and the environment.

"I am delighted that you have 
moved forward in so many ways – 
putting up new information maps, 
improving your cleaning products, 
recycling and planting. In addition, 
well done on all the hard work you 
have done to help Britain’s bees – I am 
delighted to say that you are offi cially 
a 'Honey Bee Friendly' park."

Churchwood Gold is a 
record breaker!



Enjoy the view 
all year round!
If you know anyone who is a Churchwood Valley fan, or who just 
likes a calendar full of gorgeous photos... then make sure you buy a 
copy of the 2017 Churchwood Valley Calendar! 

Available in our shop and reception, all the photos featured in the 
calendar are taken in and around Churchwood Valley and Wembury Bay, 
many of them by people staying with us. A4 size, with one month per 
page, it costs £4.50, with 50p from every calendar sold being donated 
to Wembury Marine Centre. If you'd like us to post one to you, the 
postage is an additional £1.20. Call us on 01752 862382 or email info@
churchwoodvalley.com to order one.

PS. Don't forget that it makes a wonderful Christmas present for family, 
friends and all fans of Churchwood!

Y our fabulous Facebook photos!
As ever, our Facebook page has been crammed with fabulous photos 
sent in by our talented guests. We use a selection in our Churchwood 
calendar, but there are so many lovely ones it is really hard to choose 
just 12! If you don't follow us on Facebook, you are missing a treat! 
Thank you, and keep them coming...
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Your fabulous Facebook photos!

As has become the tradition 
here at Churchwood, we took 
part in Macmillan's World's 
Biggest Coffee Morning back in 
September. The combination of 
lots of generous visitors and a 
fantastic array of cakes helped 
us to raise £164 – our highest 
total yet! 

And we mustn't forget the 
guest appearance by the latest 
Stansell grandchild, the delectable 
Poppy Rose, who helped put 
everyone in a happy mood and 
keen to eat more cake! Well 
done to all the cake bakers, drink 
makers and guests.

Corey London

Jenny Wright

Bespoke chalet for new guests! Macmillan 
successColin Buckley of Wembury had 

always been keen on owls and often 
heard them near his house, which is 
close to a village farm. He knew that 
some people had put up owl boxes 
in their gardens and had managed to 
attract them, but had never thought 
about doing so himself.

Then a neighbour offered him a sheet 
of marine ply so he thought he’d build 
one and put it in his garden. Such boxes must be at least 10 feet above the 
ground, facing away from the prevailing wind and with a clear area in front 
of them for about 30ft. He built and put up his owl box, but sadly nothing 
happened. He thought it must be because there were too many houses in 
the vicinity.

Colin’s grandson Ben heard about this and, having worked for 
Churchwood, suggested that it might attract a resident on our site. 

Colin immediately offered it to us and 
in late October Tom and the lads put it 
up on a chestnut tree that matched the 
requirements.

Colin says that owls search for a mate 
in the fi nal three months of the year and 
therefore need somewhere to set up home. 
Where better than a bespoke owl chalet 
in a chalet park? We have high hopes that 
the box will be occupied soon and will keep 
guests posted about developments...
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Wembury’s own 
'Bake-off' winner!

Ken 
spots a 
winner
Last year we revealed that 
our wonderful dog minder 
Ken Stevens had been a judge 
for the Scruffts cross breed 
dog competition for many 
years. Well, he’s still at it and 
this year at heats held at 
the nearby Gables Cats and 
Dogs Home chose a dog that 
has since progressed to the 
semi-fi nals of the national 
competition. This will be held 
at Cruffts – the show for pure 
bred dogs – later in the year.
In March, he tells us, Channel 
4 will be visiting Wembury 
to shoot TV footage of him 
training dogs and holding his 
regular agility classes.

Once all the excitement is over 
Ken will be available as usual to 
look after your dogs, to train them 
or for them to have private agility 
lessons at a discounted rate.

Charges will remain the same 
as last year – £15 from 9am – 6pm 
with an extra £5 for overnight 
stays. Agility classes are £20. And 
don’t forget, if your dog pulls 
on the lead Ken has designed a 
special harness that will get them 
out of that habit. Call him directly 
to book on 01752 862793.

Janet Jinman, the lovely lady 
who brings irresistible smelling 
pasties and pastries into 
Churchwood Stores, is extending 
her range and reach. In addition 
to pasties  – from the familiar 
steak varieties to chicken and 
leek, lamb and mint, cheese and 
onion and vegetable – she also 
bakes sausage rolls and quiches.

Janet now delivers to villagers, 
Knighton Stores, Crossroads 
Garage café, Blush (a hairdressers in 
Wembury), local residential homes 
and nearby builders’ merchants. 

Phew! And all that from a 
bakery in her house! It is, however, 
a fully equipped bakery she says 

and although it is enough for now 
there could be a time when she 
needs to expand and maybe even 
to take on staff. She may be in luck 
– it is believed that Mary Berry isn’t 
currently busy on a baking show.

Receptionist, Jo Parry, is known for her soft 
spot for animals and for rescuing waifs and 
strays. Always with an eye on the local wildlife, 
Jo chats to our guests about what they have seen and keeps notes 
of some of the more unusual sightings.

An oil beetle (top right) was spotted on the path between Churchwood 
Valley and the beach in April this 
year. A little later, a rather lovely 
common lizard was seen on the 
coast path towards the Yealm river.

Dolphins and seals spotted in 
May – this always causes a lot of 
excitement with our visitors! Adders and slow worms were also observed 
on a regular basis, but with rather more awe than excitement.

 Within Churchwood itself, we had 
plenty of sightings of stoats, hedgehogs 
and a mention of a badger being seen on 
High Road. Jo herself took a photo of this 
cheeky vole on the bird table! 

Do share your own wildlife photos 
with us on Facebook – we love to see 
them.
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