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Awards aplenty!
We are thrilled to report that we have won our 22nd consecutive Gold
Award in Professor David Bellamy’s ground-breaking Conservation
Awards. That’s gold for every single year the awards have been in
existence!
Professor Bellamy conceived the
for wildflowers over the next couple of
scheme in 1996 to publicise the fact
seasons. The BH&HPA has provided a
that many holiday parks in the UK
free package of wildflower seed to help
were going beyond basic levels of
get us started. And, once any danger
environmental awareness and to
good foundation. These two badges
of frost has receded, next spring we
acknowledge and encourage their
will be followed by a further three –
plan to use plug plants as well to
contribution to conservation. He is the
one each year – until there is a set of
enliven this area. We already have a
President of the British Holiday and
wide range of wildflowers around the five. Churchwood is determined to
Home Parks Association (BH&HPA) that park but we intend to build on that
win them all!”
administers the scheme. His son, Rufus,
works with him and developed the ‘bee
friendly’ accolade that Churchwood
has also won again this year.
New for 2017 has been the David
Bellamy Hedge Habitat initiative
designed to encourage parks to
While it's been a disappointing year for honey, it hasn't been a disaster
develop hedges around boundaries.
for the bees that produced it. Tom managed to harvest about eight
Tom Stansell explains: “We have won
pounds in the early summer, less than he had hoped, but still very
the Hedgerow badge as we have a
popular with those guests who managed to snaffle a jar.
wide variety of hedgerow plants that
The poor harvest was partly due to
provide ideal foraging opportunities
the prevalence of Oilseed Rape just when
for pollinators, which in turn leads to
the bees were gearing up for summer
high levels of biodiversity. Over the next
nectar gathering. Wet weather during the
few months we plan to develop new
summer months put paid to any hope of
hedgerows that we can use to boost
a good second harvest. But the bees are
this biodiversity and remove predator
still thriving.
plants such as cherry laurel.”
And Tom’s enthusiasm hasn’t waned
The Hedge Habitat badge is the
either. Earlier this year he installed a
first of five habitat badges – next year
second hive and he is looking for a colony
the focus will be wildflowers. Tom
to move into it. A fallen oak in Ford
adds: “Already working towards next
Woods (across the road from the main
year’s badge, we will be converting a
entrance) revealed a busy colony but the
little-used area at the top of High Road
chances of moving it are slight. Tom’s only
which was once a mown grass patch
hope would be that they swarm in the
with slabs and a picnic table. We plan
spring and find his second hive!
to clear its existing flora and prepare it

Poor honey...
but happy bees!

Visit our web site at: www.churchwoodvalley.com
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Our Facebook page has been crammed with some absolutely fabulous photos as sent in by our talented
guests. This year seems to have been especially good and choosing just 12 to feature in our Churchwood
calendar was virtually impossible. Thank you all for your lovely shots, please keep them coming If you
don't follow us on Facebook, you are missing a treat!
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Enjoy the view
all year rou nd!

If you know anyone who is a Churchwood Valley fan, or who just
likes a calendar full of gorgeous photos... then make sure you buy
a copy of the 2018 Churchwood Valley Calendar!
Available from our shop and reception, all the photos featured in the
calendar are taken in and around Churchwood Valley and Wembury Bay,
many of them by people staying with us. If we say so ourselves, we think
this is our best calendar to date (pun intended!) and our talented guests
have produced some fabulous shots.
A4 size, with one month per page, it costs £4.50, with £1 from every
calendar sold being donated to Wembury Marine Centre. If you'd like us
to post one to you, the postage is an additional £1.20. Call us on 01752
862382 or email info@churchwoodvalley.com to order one.

PS. Don't forget that the calendar makes a wonderful Christmas present
for fa mily, friends and all fans of Churchwood!
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BespokeLodges
chalet fornext
new guests!
New
year
We have decided to install two new lodges in November 2018
on the Dell, the area between High Road and Middle Road at the
Church Walk end. The
services and utilities are
already partially in place
and the rest will be there
by the time the lodges
arrive.
Called Essence Lodges
– the new lodges are
made by Pinelog who built
Garden Lodge and the
other Pinelodges on the site – and have three bedrooms (one en-suite) a
bathroom with a shower over the bath and an open plan kitchen and living
room. You can see images of these beautiful lodges on the 'For Sale' page
of our website. The Essence Lodges will be available for sale or let.

Churchwood's

BIGGEST
coffee
morning!

Once again, the bakers of
Churchwood have excelled
themselves with a wonderful
spread of cakes, buns and
quiches at the Macmillan Coffee
morning held on 21 September
this year.
One particularly active guest
was Poppy – daughter of Tom
and Jodie – who can be seen in
the pictures demanding attention.
Everybody had a lovely time and
the total raised was £246.20 that's £100 more than last year
and our biggest total ever! Well
done and thanks to everyone for
their support.

Our
Doggy
Churchwood Forest School Duo!
Holiday Club!
The summer of 2017 saw the launch of our very own Churchwood
Forest School Holiday Club, and it’s something we're very excited
about – as were the many children who came along! Churchwood
Valley provides a wonderful landscape for fun and adventure and
means your children can have a fantastic time while you enjoy a little
peace and quiet.
Originally a Scandinavian idea, Forest
The club is run by Emma Draper,
Schools operate on the principle
a fully DBS checked Level 3 Forest
that children of all ages can benefit
School Leader, who's passionate
greatly from the hands-on learning
about encouraging children to have
opportunities present in a woodland
environment. In an age when many
fun in the outdoors. She has been
children have few opportunities to be
teaching
outdoors, it offers them a way to learn
Forest School
and experience a broad curriculum in a
for the last
woodland setting.
two years and
going to be so angry that I got my
is thrilled to be
clothes dirty!’ But when we came
running the
to the end of the day and parents
holiday club at
were waiting
Churchwood
to collect their
Valley for
children, they
children aged 5-13 years of age.
could not be
Emma says: “Our Holiday club
happier as they
ran for eight days over the summer
they could see
holidays and two days through the
their child had
October half term. Each day we had
obviously had
six to eight children some of whom
a great day!”
had never experienced a wood
The holiday club children not only
before, others didn't know that a
built camps in the woods but also
woodland was somewhere you could
built friendships.
play. One boy asked me if I planted
Contact Emma direct at the Forest
School on 07833 133 435 or email:
churchwoodforestschool@gmail.com for
details of next year's holiday club. You'll
also find more information on our website.
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the woods myself, which made me
giggle!
“Currently home to rope swings,
hammocks and cargo nets the
children (and adults) get used to
wobbly and uneven surfaces
early on. There is no age limit on
tools in the woods, and we have
3 and 4-year-olds starting their
own fires and learning the safe
use of some of our forest tools.
“Most days at least one child
when they got a bit of mud on
them would say: ‘My mum’s

Ken and Ann Stephens are
continuing their vital dog
sitting service for Churchwood
guests who wish to visit places
that don’t accept dogs. They
will collect your dog from the
reception from 9am and return
them at 6pm or at another
time by arrangement. They
will also look after your dog
overnight and return it at 9am
the following day.
Rates are:
£20 per dog per day
£25 per dog for a day plus an
overnight stay.
Ken and Ann recommend that
you book their services as early as
possible as they are always very
busy at peak times.
If you'd like to give your pooch
a real treat, why not book them
into one of Ken's dog agility
classes? The cost is £25 per hour.
You'll need to book in advance
– the classes take place in Traine
Road, just two minutes from the
Odd Wheel pub in Wembury.
Contact Ken or Ann on 01752
862793.

