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Emma Draper, who set up and runs The Churchwood 
Forest School in our woods, is delighted to announce 
that an Ofsted inspector has assessed the school as 
'Outstanding', the highest accolade it can achieve. 

Emma and her dedicated staff work extremely hard 
and are delighted that their efforts have been recognised 
by the inspector, who wished that more forest schools she 
inspected were like this one. The inspector was astonished 
that a two year old showed qualities such as confidence 
and risk awareness. Emma paid tribute to Caroline and 
Donna, the two teachers who lead the kindergarten part 
of the school, for their dedication to their vocation.

Churchwood’s guests with young families are welcome 
to make use of the Forest School Holiday Club in school 
holiday periods and many have already done so. Early 
booking is essential. For details see the Churchwood 
Forest School website www.churchwoodforestschool.com 

Emma is a fully DBS checked Level 3 Forest School 
Leader and passionate about getting children to have 
fun in the outdoors. She has been teaching Forest 
School for the last two years and is very excited to be 
running the Churchwood Valley school and is proud of its 
'Outstanding' accolade. 

Originally a Scandinavian idea, Forest Schools operate 
on the principle that children of all ages can benefit 
greatly from the 
hands-on learning 
opportunities inherently 
present in a woodland 
environment. In an age 
when many children 
have few opportunities 
to be outdoors, it 
offers them a way to 
learn and experience a 
broad curriculum in a 
woodland setting.

Churchwood Forest School 
rated 'Outstanding'!
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Enjoy the view all year round!
If you know anyone who is a Churchwood Valley fan, or who just likes 
a calendar full of gorgeous photos... then make sure you buy a copy 
of the 2022 Churchwood Valley Calendar! 

It features 12 gorgeous photos taken in and around Churchwood 
Valley and Wembury Bay. The calendar costs £5 and is available from our 
reception, or the shop when open. Alternatively, we can post one to you 
for £6.70. 

£1 from every calendar sold is donated to Wembury Marine Centre. 
Call us on 01752 862382 or email info@churchwoodvalley.com to 
arrange.

PS. Don't forget that the calendar makes a wonderful Christmas 
present for family, friends and all fans of Churchwood!

Your fabulous 
Facebook photos

As ever, our Facebook page has been crammed with fabulous photos sent in by our talented 
guests. Choosing just 12 to feature in our Churchwood calendar is always a difficult task and 

causes much debate! Thank you all for your lovely shots, please keep them coming. If you don't 
follow us on Facebook, you are missing a treat! 
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Many happy returns!

John and Margaret Davies.

One particular effect of the 
pandemic has been to encourage 
people to try different types of 
holiday and, as with many UK-
based companies, Churchwood has 
benefited significantly as overseas 
travel was curtailed. So, we are 
delighted to have welcomed many, 
across all age groups, who were either 
first time visitors or folk who haven’t 
been back for decades or years.

Overwhelmingly, the location, the 
wildlife, the cabins and the peace 
and quiet delighted new guests. 
Many said they hadn’t realised there 
were such places, others that they 
had been recommended by friends or 
family. The positives might have gone 
to our heads but there are always 
people who expected ‘something 
different’, so we focussed on doing 
our best to deliver spotless, fully 
functioning cabins and a warm 
welcome for everybody, confident 
that Churchwood’s special magic 
would do the rest.

Among those who were put off 
by the pandemic for health reasons 
were John and Margaret Davies who 
first came to Churchwood in 1967. 
A year ago, we were sad to hear 
that they might not come again but 
to our delight they did. They were 
as pleased to be back as we were 
to see them in their favourite cabin 

on Low Road. It was a magic return, 
they said, to a place that they did 
not need to rush about in. John 
presented us with a record of every 
year they had been here and what 
car they had at the time!

We have been busier this year than for a long time. Many mornings, a 
look at the key board in the office revealed no cabin keys, or at least 
very few, on the hooks.

Earlier in the year Ken Ireland, 
with his wife Pat, visited us for the 
first time since 1959 when he came 
with his parents at the age of 17. He 
vividly remembers the walk to the 
beach in the evenings with the paths 
lit up by masses of glow-worms and 
a trip to the Hoe, when he lost a 
special present from his parents and 
played football using coats for goal 
posts. It is every bit as beautiful now, 
he says as it was then.

In August we had a letter from 
Saskia Buckley who had just returned 
to London from Churchwood. She 
first came when she was five (31 
years ago) but six years later her 
mother tragically died and she did 
not return until 2020. “I was so 
thrilled to see its natural organic 
beauty again and stay in the cabins 
just as I remembered them” She has 
been three times this year, saying “I 
can truly relax here and feel closer 
to Mum”, and hopes to buy a cabin 
when one comes available. We hope 
she succeeds in her dream.

Pat and Ken 
Ireland in 2021 
and, inset right, 
at Churchwood 
in 1959.

Free Wi-Fi 
for 2022

The icing is still 
on the cake!

We have taken part in the 
Macmillan World's Biggest 
Coffee Morning fundraiser for 
many years now. In the past, 
Churchwood bakers produced 
delicious cakes to be enjoyed 
by visitors and staff alike and a 
good sum of money raised.

Sadly, we weren't able to host 
an event this year so we sent a 
£100 donation instead. Macmillan, 
like so many charities, have been 
very hard hit during the 
pandemic and we knew 
how our regular 
guests and cake fans 
would want us to 
continue to give them 
our support.

Tireless research by Tom has 
resulted in Churchwood having 
a fibre connection to the local 
exchange, and service providers 
Daisy and Talk Talk, giving us 
an affordable deal to offer site 
wide Wi-Fi to our guests.

We now receive speeds at the 
hub in the office of 300mbits 
per second compared with the 
35mbits per second we had before 
with two copper broadband lines 
and are negotiating to increase 
that further. 

Currently we charge our users 
for the Wi-Fi, as have nearly all 
holiday park owners distributing a 
signal over a large site, in our case 
35 acres of wooded valley. But, in 
line with the UK parks industry’s 
trends, we have decided to offer 
free Wi-Fi to all guests from 1 April 
2022.
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Meet the new 
neighbours!
It all started when Tom spotted a tiny pheasant chick darting 
across a road on the site. He picked it up and Shirley decided to 
raise it. So we borrowed the kit to keep it warm, learnt how to 
feed it water from a brush and on fine grain perfect for chicks. 
Jackson, as the pheasant was named, thrived and eventually 
grew large enough to release – although by now it was clear He 
was a She! Off she went to live her pheasanty life... but the bug 
had bitten and we missed our feathered friend. In due course we 
acquired a hen house and run and set it up in the back garden.

A local friend had two elderly hens crowding their pen so we gave 
them a home and they duly settled in and, not long after, started laying 
eggs! Then they started to stray – sometimes visiting the office – and 
we often couldn’t find where they had laid their eggs. Then, of course, 
the inevitable happened and we were again birdless.

The bug then transferred from Shirley to Tom who built a coop and put it in his 
back garden, acquired three hens and off we went again. Just as he was getting 
his veg garden going the three hens thought their dreams had come true and had 
a wonderful time trashing it! Stern measures were taken.

Now these three wander all over the place from down near Garden Lodge, 
where they live, up to the office and workshop and along the road towards the 
entrance – and yes sometimes into the office! They have become very much part 
of Churchwood. Please watch out for them when you drive around the site.

Tom’s three hens from front to back – Misty Peanut, 
Scratching and Olive.

Shop local, shop green
You’ll find all your essentials in Chuchwood 
Stores and you’ll also find lovely gifts and 
plenty of eco-friendly items.

We believe in supporting local businesses 
wherever we can and that includes local food 
and drink suppliers, artists and craftspeople such 
as jewellery makers and small local businesses. 
They include firms that sell eco-friendly items 
such as reusable food wraps, paper straws and 
cleaning products. 

Our housekeepers also use eco-friendly 
cleaning products in the cabins with refillable 
spray bottles and containers for products such as 
washing up and hand washing liquids.

DOG DAYS
Well-behaved dogs are always 
welcome at Churchwood Valley.

Cara Pitcher who runs Mango’s 
Dog Walking and Pet Services is a 
Wembury girl who knows the park 
well. If you need to go out without 
your pooch Cara can provide a 
walking and sitting service. She 
charges £25 per dog for collecting 
and returning and looking after your 
pet all day (typically from 8am to 
5pm) and walking it twice during the 
day; or the charge is £15 for half a 
day with one walk. She is very flexible 
and works with owners to suit their 
wishes and requirements. Cara gets 
very booked up, so do please try and 
book well in advance.

You can contact her on 
07853 353554 or by email at 
mangosdogwalking@hotmail.com. 
Find out more on www.facebook.
com/mangosdogwalking


