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The large, gently sloping roof of our admin building is now 
covered with 77 solar panels capable of generating about 17 
kilowatts of AC power. On really sunny days this is enough 
to power the whole building, even when the laundry and 
laundrette are in full use, fridges and freezers in the shop 
are working hard and the workshop’s power hungry tools 
are being used.

In addition to being something we’ve wanted to do for a 
while, to reduce our carbon footprint, the solar array makes 
commercial sense. As more firms and people are turning to 
renewables for ethical reasons, costs have fallen and efficiency has 
increased, further boosting its appeal.

The installation works on this building because there is now 
virtually no tree cover to block the sun’s rays. We are now looking 
at the possibility that some cabins can benefit from solar energy, 
particularly the new 3-bedroom lodges.

We are delighted to 
report that we have 
won our 24th 
consecutive Gold 
Award in the 
David Bellamy 
Conservation 
Awards (DBCAS). 
That means we 
have won gold 
every single year the 
awards have been in existence.

The letter telling us of this momentous 
achievement went on to bring even more good 
news! We are one of the first recipients of the 
new ‘Going Green Together’ badge. 

We will soon be running out of space for 
all our awards as we have also picked up the 
Woodlands Badge – this year’s addition to the 
5-in-5 habitat badge. Creating and managing 
habitats – the places where animals and plants 
live – is one of the most important things a park 
can do for the environment. DBCAS has asked 
all participants to ficus on five specific habitats 
over five years. Each year, parks can win a 
Habitat Badge for the work they undertake.

Starting in 2017, the focus 
was hedgerows. In 2018, it was 
wildflower meadows and other 
wildflower areas. In 2019, the focus 
is on trees and woodland areas and 
we are thrilled to be able to add this 
third badge to our tally. Over the 
next two years, we'll be asked to 
look at two more habitats (wetland 
areas and artificial habitats, such as 
bird boxes), so that by 2021 we hope 
to have a complete set of five habitat 
badges!

And finally, and very importantly, 
we have retained our Honey Bee 
Friendly park badge.

Left: What a wonderful 
sight! Our meter 
showing power from the 
grid is -2.2 KW – in other 
words we are not using 
any grid power – only 
solar!



Enjoy the view all year round!
If you know anyone who is a Churchwood Valley fan, or who just likes 
a calendar full of gorgeous photos... then make sure you buy a copy of 
the 2020 Churchwood Valley Calendar! 

Available from our shop and reception, all the photos featured in the 
calendar are taken in and around Churchwood Valley and Wembury Bay, many 
of them by people staying with us. A4 size, with one month per page, it costs 
£4.50, with £1 from every calendar sold being donated to Wembury Marine 
Centre. If you'd like us to post one to you, the postage is an additional £1.20. 
Call us on 01752 862382 or email info@churchwoodvalley.com to order one.

PS. Don't forget that the calendar makes a wonderful Christmas 
present for family, friends and all fans of Churchwood!

Your fabulous Facebook photos
Tom Stansell

Our Facebook page has been crammed with fabulous photos (and even paintings!) sent in by our 
talented guests. Choosing just 12 to feature in our Churchwood calendar is always a difficult task and 
causes much debate! Thank you all for your lovely shots, please keep them coming. If you don't follow 
us on Facebook, you are missing a treat! 

Churchwood Valley Ltd, Wembury Bay, Plymouth, South Devon PL9 0DZ

Tel: 01752 862382  www.churchwoodvalley.com  email: info@churchwoodvalley.com  

Churchwood Valley –
 we have wildlife, not ni

ghtlife!
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£1 from the sale of every 

calendar is donated to 

Wembury Marine Centre

At Churchwood Valley, we have wildlife, not nightlife. There are no discos, bars or cafés – 

just rock pools, wildlife and breathtaking scenery. Churchwood Valley is a beautiful, natural wooded valley running 

down to the sea at Wembury Bay in South Devon. A haven of peace within an environmental paradise, Churchwood 

Valley is just a few minutes’ walk from a safe family beach and the South West Coast Path.

Each holiday cabin has its own plot on the hillside surrounded by trees, fl owering shrubs and hedges. 

Without leaving your armchair you’ll see delightful displays of bird life and other wildlife visiting your private patio.

All the photos in this calendar are taken in and around Churchwood Valley and Wembury Bay, 

many of them by people staying with us. You can follow what’s going on at Churchwood Valley, 

and see more inspiring photographs, on our Facebook page.

Ken Alexander

Ken Alexander

Clive Rowley

Justine 
Marie Linda Butler

A stunning painting by Jan Welsman



Below: The BioBlitz included areas other 
than the beach. This is a bat walk in 
Ashey Plot, our woods above the beach, 
led by Alex from Devon Wildlife Trust, 
ably assisted by our own Tom Stansell. 

Sweet success
As has become tradition, Churchwood hosted a coffee 
morning as part of Macmillan's Worlds biggest Coffee 
Morning fundraiser.  

The bakers of Churchwood excelled themselves again and 
produced a wonderful spread of cakes, buns and quiches at 
the event held on Wednesday 3 October this year. They raised 
an excellent £120. Our thanks to everyone who baked and 
consumed!

The wonders 
of Wembury!
A very large part of what makes Churchwood Valley such a 
wonderful place to visit is the beach at Wembury. We work 
closely with Wembury Marine Centre, the Devon Wildlife Trust 
(DWT) and the National Trust to ensure we do everything we 
can to preserve this stunning natural landscape and all the 
flora and fauna that exist here. Quite how much diversity 
there is on this stretch of Devonshire coast was revealed in 
an intensive 24-hour survey or ‘Bioblitz’ that uncovered 1,310 
species including several rare finds!

Organised by DWT in partnership with the Plymouth-based 
Marine Biological Association (MBA), the survey focused on the 
rock pools and beach at Wembury, as well as neighbouring streams, 
hedges and fields in order to assess the diversity of nature in the area. 
Scientists, naturalist and over 100 volunteers braved wet weather to help 
record and identify species.

Coral Smith, marine education officer at DWT’s Wembury Marine Centre 
said: “Being part of this amazing event was a warm reminder that there are 
so many people out there who care for local wildlife and that we must all 
work together in order to safeguard it.”

The total of 1,310 species found during the 24-hour periods is one of the 
highest counts since the MBA started their bioblitz 10 years ago. Of the total, 
almost half of the species were new to the Wembury area.

The final icing on the cake was to have the bioblitz event and the wonders 
of Wembury as the main feature 
on the BBC’s hugely popular 
Countryfile wildlife programme 
on Sunday 13th October. This 
was a superb showcase for the 
area and our very own Tom 
Stansell’s son Sam popped up as 
one of the knowledgable and 
enthusiastic rock poolers! 

Left: BBC Countryfile presented Joe 
Crowley, right, with Sam Stansell.
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Churchwood Valley, Wembury Bay, Plymouth, South Devon PL9 0DZ 
Tel: 01752 862382 (24-Hour) Email: info@churchwoodvalley.com www.churchwoodvalley.com

Churchwood Forest School 
keeps on growing!

Charlotte the 
Shopkeeper
The best thing about running 
Churchwood Stores, says 
Charlotte Watkins, is the 
customers, their interesting 
backgrounds and where they’re 
from. One day it’s a visitor 
from Australia and the next it's 
someone from Plymouth; some 
are first time visitors while others 
have been coming for 40 years 
bringing several generations to 
Chuchwood Valley.

Charlotte first worked for us as a 
cleaner nearly 20 years ago. Her son 
and daughter have also had jobs here 
in the past.

As befits someone who's worked in 
many shops and stores – from Marks 
and Spencers in Plymouth to Knighton 
Stores in Wembury – Charlotte is 
always busy arranging attractive 
combinations of gifts or foodstuffs 
that might tempt guests to buy more 
than the odd item.

More recently she has been 
sourcing ethical products such as 
food wraps made from beeswax 
rather than plastic cling film, and 
eco-friendly toiletries. She regularly 
offers customers a paper or recyclable 
bag instead of a plastic one she and is 
currently looking for a regular supplier 
of robust paper bags. 

It’s been an exciting and 
busy year at Churchwood 
Forest School! In April we 
opened the imaginary 
doors to our Forest 
Kindergarten.  This meant 
taking on new team 
members who share the 
same passion for getting 
children outdoors as I do. 
We now have a fabulous 
team of four running the 
Kindergarten – Caroline, 
Donna, Emily and Bea. 
The Kindergarten is a fully Ofsted 
registered setting and, when having 
our Ofsted visit, the inspector said 
that it was the “nicest setting” she 
had ever been to. 

It has been a steep learning curve, 
starting with just two days but, as 
demand has grown, we are now open 
three days a week. The Kindergarten 
children are loving the daily adventures 
they go on including trips to see the 
Churchwood bees and chickens along 
with pond dipping at Langdon Court and, 
of course, beach trips. We are so lucky 
with our location.

As well as establishing the 
Kindergarten, the Forest School has been 
organically growing too and we have 
welcomed some fantastic local school 

groups into the woods. 
Our three toddler 

‘Stay & Play’ groups 
are thriving – where 
our regular toddlers 
(up to five years 
old) come and get 
muddy, splash in 

puddles, search for bugs and 
use all of their senses. 

We continue to run 
our ‘Holiday Club’ for 5-13 
year-olds, and these are very 
popular with Churchwood 
Valley guests. It’s lovely to have 
children returning each holiday 
as if they have never been 
away. We have a fabulous 
den that gets added to each 
holiday and it’s now even got a 
booby trap to stop intruders!

Getting children into the 
woods is not just loads of fun, but it 
builds resilient, mentally and physically 
strong children. 
And it’s not just the 
children who are 
benefitting. Our 
adult sessions have 
become increasingly 
popular and in 
December we are 
running three 
‘Mums in the Woods’ sessions with 
Vicsyoga leading an hour’s forest yoga, 
followed by a Christmas wreath making 
session and ending with a campfire lunch 
with mulled wine. 

The woodland 
where we are based 
is so special. Over 
the next year, I am 
hoping to run more 
volunteer days to 
help regenerate it, 
removing laurel and 
sycamore and re-
planting with sweet 
chestnut. 

Emma Draper, Forest School Leader, brings us up to date on what’s been 
happening down in the woods…


